Dear readers,
The idea of capturing more closely the non-linear nature of physical activity and sport has recently pushed scientists from different fields to develop an alternative paradigm to study and understand sport related phenomena. This paradigm claims for the development of new suitable tools and concepts that are available in Computer Science.
The COM&COM (4th International Conference of Computer Science in Sport and 1st Complex Systems and Sport Meeting, Barcelona, 14-17th May 2003) has had the intention of providing a platform for the exchange of the latest experiences and ideas regarding the new paradigm and the use of tools from Computer Science to support it. The event has been organized as a result of the collaboration between INEFC, Barcelona, the CRM (Center of Research in Mathematics) and the UPC (Polytechnic University of Barcelona) under the auspices of the IACSS (International Association of Computer Science in Sport).
The COM&COM has been a challenge for some main reasons: -The interdisciplinary intention of bringing together professionals from different fields (sometimes with poor tradition of collaboration), -The intention to reinforce the connections between complex systems and computer science, -To respond to the expectations of three previous successful editions of the International Symposium of Computer Science in Sport.
We are satisfied about the results that could join together sport researchers, professionals, students and internationally recognized scientists from different fields and we are now pleased to share the scientific contributions with the readers of the International Journal of Computer Science of Sport. The papers of the invited lectures and the abstracts of oral communications and posters will be published in this journal in two different issues. In the first one the papers and abstracts submitted to the Computer Science and Sport part will be presented. It is our hope that this contributions can interest the readers and will lead to the enrichment and improvement of sport science as well as the daily practice of professionals working in the field of physical activity and sport Natalia Balagué INEFC Barcelona, nbalague@gencat.net
